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elusive. That the government of the Republic, if victorious,
will make the retrocession of Alsace-Lorraine its prime
condition of peace, is as certain as anything can be certain
in the seething pot to which triumphant militarism has
reduced unhappy Europe. It may, then, seem merely
pedantic to refer to an alternative solution ; and yet there
is unquestionably a great deal to be said in favour of form-
ing the two provinces into an independent State, or better
still, uniting them in federal union with Luxemburg and
Belgium. Thus would be realised that" Middle Kingdom "
which so many efforts have been made to create, from the
days of Charlemagne onwards. Henceforward the fate of
Alsace-Lorraine would be neither French nor German;
they would become a neutral clearing-house for the two
cultures which have both come to be so inextricably bound
up with the life and traditions of the border race. At the
same time the most fertile source of friction between
France and Germany would be removed, and the two
countries would no longer glare at each other across a
frontier bristling with fortifications.
(2) The problem of Schleswig-Holstein presents far less
difficulty, if treated on a basis of nationality. Much has
been written about the enormity of Prussia's treatment
of Denmark in 1848 and 1863 ; but the plain truth is that
the great majority of the population of the two duchies
was as enthusiastic in favour of union with their German
kinsmen farther south, as the population of Alsace-Lorraine
was reluctant to be torn from France. The whole of
Holstein and the southern part of Schleswig always was,
and is, pure German by race. Unfortunately Prussia, in
annexing territory which is as German as Kent is English,
also acquired a portion of North Schleswig, which is as
unquestionably Danish, alike by blood and by sentiment.